
Family Law Center, as the abun-

dant family law resources avail-

able in Southwest Florida will  

be utilized to their fullest. 

Come celebrate with us! 

                           -LJS 

Economic times are tough, 

but there are still reasons to 

celebrate.  The grand opening of 

the Smith Family Law Center is 

one reason. 

Serving the 20th Judicial 

Circuit and headquartered in 

Fort Myers,  the Smith Family 

Law Center will offer Southwest 

Florida a fresh perspective on 
the  practice of family law.  Cut-

ting edge technology coupled 

with  client-centered dispute 

resolution will be the  hallmark 

of the Smith Family Law Center. 

Located in downtown Fort 

Myers, only two short blocks 

from the Lee County Justice 

Center and across the street 

from Court Mediation, the new 

offices of the Smith Family Law 

Center are perfectly positioned 

to offer its clients a base of 

operations where their family 

law-related problems can be 

resolved with any number of 

different techniques. 

The comfortable and con-

venient headquarters offer on-

site parking in downtown Fort 

Myers, a commodity that is 

rapidly disappearing. 

The doors open for busi-

ness on January 5, 2009, and on 

January 30, the public is invited 

to our grand opening.  Clients, 

colleagues and the community 
are encouraged to see where it 

will all happen. 

The firm‟s founder, Laur-

ence J. Smith, is a relative new-

comer to Southwest Florida, 

having arrived in Fort Myers just 

four short years ago, but he has 

definitely  made his mark in the 

circuit.  Smith is the immediate 

past Chairman of the Family 

Law Section of the Lee County 

Bar Association, and he cur-

rently serves on the Board of 

Directors for the Association  

of Family Law Professionals 

(AFLP).  The multi-disciplinary 

AFLP is a model for the Smith 

Smith Family Law Center Grand Opening 

Florida’s Brand New Parenting Law 

On October 1, 2008, a 

new law took effect that may 

profoundly alter the face of 

divorce in Florida. 

For years, divorcing par-

ents fought “custody” battles 

where they would litigate over a 

title, “Primary Residential Par-

ent”, with the loser getting a 

consolation prize known as 
“visitation”,  The terms, 

“custody”, “Primary Residential 

Parent” and “visitation”, are no 

longer  in the family law lexicon; 

they are replaced with the con-

cepts of “parenting plans” and 

“timesharing”. 

The changes are seen as a 

way to reduce the acrimony 

that surrounds cases where the 

parties  differ on how to pro-
vide for the children, although 

many believe that there will still 

be battles over parenting plans 

and timesharing. 

The new law has not been 

in effect long enough to deter-

mine how it will really change 

things.  In the coming months, 

the new law will be put to the 

test, and we will learn just how 

profoundly things will change.  

Stay tuned.              -LJS 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 

New Year’s Day 

2 3 

4 5  

Doors Open 8:30 

6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19  

MLK Day 

20 21 22 

Office Closed 

23 

Office Closed 

24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

January 2009 

Grand Opening Celebration 

January 30 

4:00pm „til 6:00pm 

Come celebrate! 

òYou can get more 

accomplished with 

a kind word and a 

gun than with a 

kind word alone.ó  -

Al Capone 



Madonna and Guy Ritchie 

weathered countless breakup 

rumors over the course of 

their nearly eight-year mar-

riage, so when official word 

came in October that they 

were kaput, it was a mite anti-

climactic. At least until the 

backbiting began.  

Within days of their di-
vorce announcement, there 

was an explosion of tabloid-

funneled sniping, mud-slinging 

and insults: Madonna, 50, was 

labeled controlling and a 

"granny"; Ritchie, 40, was called 

a "gold-digger" and 

"emotionally retarded."  

The tabloids gleefully 

chronicled everything from 

their purported 18-month 

nookie dry spell to the clock-

battling Big M's supposed rou-

tine of slathering herself in 

$800-a-jar anti-aging cream 

before climbing into a "plastic 

bodysuit" and hopping in bed.  

Insiders claimed the direc-

tor compared embracing his 

super-sinewy, bulging-bicepped 

missus to "cuddling up to a 

piece of gristle," while a source 

told Us Weekly that she 

goaded him by saying, "I should 

have married someone like me: 

strong, hot-blooded, intelligent, 

ambitious, spiritual."  

That last adjective appears 

to have been a major sticking 

point in the marriage, with 

Madonna remaining as dedi-

cated as ever to Kabbalah, 
often attending services with 

kids Lourdes, 12, Rocco, 8, and 

David, 3, while Ritchie's inter-

est waned.  

attention they need at this 

difficult time.  

8. If you are the non-

custodial parent, pay your 

child support. The loss of 

income facing many chil-

dren after divorce puts 

them at a financial disad-

vantage that has a perva-

sive effect on the rest of 

their lives.  

9. If you are the custodial 

parent and you are not 

receiving child support, do 

not tell your children. It 

feeds into the child‟s sense 

6. Your children may be 

tempted to act as your 

caretaker. Resist the 

temptation to let them. 

Let your peers, adult fam-

ily members, and mental 

health professionals be 

your counselors and 

sounding board. Let your 

children be children.  

7. If you have a drinking or 

drug problem, get coun-

seling right away. An im-

pairment inhibits your 

ability to reassure your 

children and give them the 

of abandonment and fur-

ther erodes his or her 

stability.  

10. If at all possible, do not 

uproot your children. 

Stability in their residence 

and school life helps buffer 

children from the trauma 

of their parents‟ divorce.  

 

"Ten Tips for Divorcing Parents" is a 

publication of the American Academy of 

Matrimonial Lawyers and Mike 

McCurley. © 1997 - 2001. All rights 

reserved. 

Madonna & Guy Ritchie to Divorce by Kat Giantis 

Ten Tips For Divorcing Parents by Mike McCurley 

2. Do not use your children 

as messengers between 

you and your former 

spouse. The less the chil-

dren feel a part of the 

battle between their par-

ents, the better.  

3. Reassure your children 

that they are loved and 

that the divorce is not 
their fault. Many children 

assume that they are to 

blame for their parents‟ 

hostility.  

4. Encourage your children 

to see your former spouse 

frequently. Do everything 

within your power to 

accommodate the visita-

tion.  

5. At every step during your 

divorce, remind yourself 

that your children‟s inter-

ests-not yours-are para-
mount, and act accord-

ingly. Lavish them with 

love at each opportunity.  

Divorce is never easy on kids, 

but there are many ways par-

ents can lessen the impact of 

their break-up on their chil-

dren: 

1. Never disparage your 

former spouse in front of 

your children. Because 

children know they are 

"part mom" and "part 
dad," the criticism can 

harm the child‟s self-

esteem.  
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Guy Ritchie, 40 and 
Madonna, 50 

ñReassure your 

children that they 

are loved and that 

the divorce is not 

their fault.ò 

Laurence Smith was born 

in Suffern, New York, and 

moved to Florida in 1978 at the 

age of 12.  He attended Hallan-

dale HS in Broward County, 

graduating with honors in 1984. 

Larry next attended the 

University of Miami to study 

Politics and Public Affairs, but 

when that major was merged 
into the business school, he 

transferred to Florida State 

University.  Majoring in Political 

Science with a minor in Ameri-

can History, he graduated from 

FSU in 1988. 

Stetson University College 

of Law in St. Petersburg, Flor-

ida, was his next stop.  Larry 

graduated with his J.D. in 1991, 

and he went on to pass the 

Florida Bar Exam and start his 

legal career later that year. 

Larry remained in St. Pe-

tersburg following his law 

school graduation, working 
with a local law firm, but when 

his mother passed away in 

1992 he moved back to the 

east coast to be near his father.  

He practiced in Broward 

County for the next 12+ years. 

In 1997, Larry married 

Nadine, and in March 2001 

their daughter, Brianna, was 

born.  They fell in love with her 

immediately, and adopted her 

as soon as they could get the 

paperwork through. 

In December 2004, the 

Smith family relocated to Fort 

Myers.  Five months later, the 
family became complete with 

the birth and subsequent adop-

tion of Jacob.  

With his family‟s support, 

the Smith Family Law Center 

has become a reality.   -LJS 

to cooperation, to mediation 

to arbitration, but all of the 

alternatives require a mindset 

that is foreign to Americans. 

Every day the media feeds 

us the salacious and dramatic 

details of court cases.  The 

television networks are filled 

with lawyer shows that feature 

courtrooms as the main loca-
tions.  Bestseller shelves are 

loaded with lawyer thrillers 

that nearly always revolve 

around a courtroom scene.  

Litigating family law cases 

is a lose-lose proposition.  It is 

expensive, uncertain, and is 

almost never worth the ex-

pense or uncertainty in the 

end.  Most cases decided by a 

judge result in both sides being 

dissatisfied, with both the ruling 

and the lawyers.  So with all of 

the things that disfavor litiga-
tion, why on earth would any-

one do it?   

There are many litigation 

alternatives, from collaboration 

When do we ever see the juicy 

mediation session in the media?  

Never, and don‟t expect to see 

it in the near future, because it 

just is not “sexy” enough. 

Family law attorneys must 

do a better job at educating 

their clients in alternatives to 

litigation, unless they are pre-

pared to fight a losing battle 
over and over again.  Litigation 

as a punishment for failing to 

settle is, in my mind, it‟s only 

redeeming value.       -LJS 

Profile: Laurence J. Smith, Esq. 

To Litigate or Not to Litigate.  That is the Question. 

Relocating?  Don’t do it at Midnight!  

reason that it is imperative to 

know the requirements well 

before the anticipated move, 

and to follow them. 

One thing is quite clearly 

established by the new law: 

there will be no “midnight 

moves” where the other par-

ent is kept in the dark until the 

deed is done.  If an agreement 
cannot be reached, the law 

absolutely requires that the 

relocating parent must provide 

notice of the intended move, 

including the where, when, and 

why of it, as well as a proposed 

post-relocation contact sched-

ule.  The non-relocating parent, 

if they object to the move, 

must do so in writing, and also 

explain why they object.  If 

there is an objection, then the 

parent that desires to relocate 

must request it of a court, and 
the new law sets the guidelines 

for granting such a move. 

If this law affects you, see 

a family attorney right away. LJS 

In 2006 the law regarding 

relocation of minor children  

was overhauled.  Florida Stat-

ues § 61.13001 sets a number 

of requirements for a parent 

who wishes to relocate a child 

more than 50 miles from the 

home of the non-relocating 

parent, and failure to abide by 

the rules can result in the child 
being prevented from relocat-

ing, and other sanctions can be 

imposed against the parent that 

violates the law.  It is for this 
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Laurence J. Smith 
Attorney at Law 

òOur Founderó 

Relocating 

With the 

Children?   

 

Know the Law! 

Donõt Do It! 


